Past KNPS WOY Selections

President's Message PHYLLIS SCHERICH
Dee and I experienced the Winter Luminary Walk at Dyck Arboretum in Hesston. Wow! The luminaries lighting the paths, the thousands of clear, sparkling lights, the yummy mid-walk s'mores, and the beautifully mild weather made for a wonderful and memorable evening. If you have not yet had the opportunity to attend, put this Winter Luminary Walk on the prairie on your calendar for next year. KNPS board members, Brad Guhr and Lorna HabeggerHarder, were heavily involved in the planning and implementation of this year's late November/early December holiday event.
Winter has once again arrived, but already I am looking forward to spring. Barbara Winkler states it well: "Every gardener knows that under the cloak of winter lies a miracle ... a seed waiting to sprout, a bulb opening to the light, a bud straining to unfurl. And the anticipation nurtures our dream."
For the past two years KNPS has been hosting the two-day Spring/Summer Board Meeting and Botanizing Tours. The Board has selected the weekend of May 18-19 in Wilson, Kansas, for this year's meeting date and destination. Rooms are available at the historic Midland Railroad Hotel in Wilson. As the rooms will predictably fill up with seasonal guests during that time, I encourage anyone interested in attending the KNPS meeting and tours to make reservations early. Ask for the KNPS rate of $99 (plus tax) for a queenbed room. Also available is the Simple Haven Bed and Breakfast in Wilson. If you are a camper, check out Wilson Lake. We encourage interested members and friends to join us for the tours that will end with free time in Lucas, the Grassroots Art Capital of Kansas.
Details and reservation forms for the meals and tours will be on the KNPS website and in the Spring KNPS Newsletter, but make your room reservations now. The telephone number for the Midland Railroad Hotel in Wilson is 785-658-2284, and their website is www. midlandrailroadhotel.com.
Get your gardens and flower beds covered up from winter's snows and chills, keep dreaming of those warm, spring days to come, and we will see you in Wilson in May!
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The historic Midland Railroad Hotel in Wilson.
Chalk lily, (Mentzelia decapetala)
MIKE HADDOCK PHYLLIS SCHERICH
It is with sadness we note that June Kliesen, former KNPS board member from 2005 to 2014, passed away October 12, 2017. June taught Biology for thirty-two years at Dodge City Community College, retiring with her husband, Gary, to a ranch in Comanche County. She loved finding, identifying, and sharing native plants with others, and hosted wildflower tours on the ranch. A unique plant found on their property is the Smooth jewelflower (Streptanthus hyacinthoides). June's enthusiasm and sense of adventure and humor endeared her to all who knew her. There may be no better way to introduce young people to the natural wonders of Kansas than to first teach them about plants in general, and native plants, specifically. As living organisms, plants readily capture our attention. Their sheer number and diversity inspires our imagination. They are one of the most obvious and easily accessible features of any ecosystem, and unlike animals, they remain in place and can be revisited for future study.
IN MEMORIAM
PHYLLIS SCHERICH PHYLLIS SCHERICH
Seeds of Discovery
Traditionally, we often teach science on a spectrum from simple to complex, but this does not match the way we actually experience nature. For example, when I walk through the woods in springtime, I first encounter them in their full complexity. My eyes are overwhelmed with a sea of green. My ears are assaulted with the noise from birds and insects. I am met with unfamiliar smells and textures. I need time and assistance to categorize what I see: to make sense of it and to understand the interrelationships. My own experience of the forest always proceeds from complex to simple. It is sensory and holistic and requires that I actually go there and spend time outside. We should not expect that students will be interested in minute and abstract processes until they experience the reality of nature, understand the broader context, and have a reason to care.
My own love for nature was reinforced from an early age. My mother, who was an avid rock hound and a naturalist, took me with her to collect fossils at every road cut and limestone outcropping we could find, and she encouraged my many questions about the flora and fauna we encountered. Through Scouting, I spent countless hours wandering the woods with patient leaders who taught me how to identify the trees and other plants we encountered. Looking back, I realize that my own passion for the natural world was cultivated both by the amount of time I spent outdoors and the dedication of the adults who mentored me. My goal as a teacher is to inspire this same passion in my students.
Every fall I assign a multi-week seed collection project to my freshmen biology class. Students must collect and identify seeds from fifty species, thirty-five of which must be native (or naturalized) to Kansas. I intentionally provide minimal guidance up front. I tell students that their seeds must be organized in a logical manner and require that each specimen be labeled with the correct English and Latin names and field notes including the name of the collector, and the nature and location of the collection site. The rest is left up to their individual creativity. I inherited the idea for this assignment from my own high school biology teacher, Stan Roth, who used this project to effectively inspire generations of students to explore the biodiversity in their own back yards.
Seed collection inspires discovery. It makes students spend time outside. It requires them to learn terms used to describe plants and to quantify their observations with measurements. It presents them with opportunities to repeat their work through trial and error, and it challenges them to ask why we classify plants the way we do. It encourages them to collaborate with each other and brings families together to help. It remains a delightfully analog and hands-on activity in an increasingly digital and abstract world, and year after year my students tell me it is one of their favorite activities from my class.
Spring/Summer Meeting and Outings in Wilson
The KNPS Board has selected the weekend of May 18-19 and destination of Wilson, Kansas, for this year's Spring/ Summer board meeting and outings. The board meeting will be from 11 to 2 on Friday at the Midland Railroad Hotel, and botanizing will occur around and north of Wilson Lake. Rooms are available at the historic Midland Railroad Hotel; those interested in attending should make reservations early and ask for the KNPS rate of $99 (plus tax) for a queenbed room. Also available is the Simple Haven Bed and Breakfast in Wilson, or if you are a camper, check out camp sites at Wilson Lake. Interested members and friends are encouraged to come for the tours that will end with free time in Lucas, the Grassroots Art Capital of Kansas. Details and a reservation form for the weekend's meals and tours will be on the KNPS website and in the Spring KNPS Newsletter. All are welcome to attend! The meeting locations will be located conveniently on the northeast quadrant of the city. Our annual board meeting will be held at Great Plains Nature Center and our annual membership meeting will be at the Hughes Metropolitan Complex. Located on 29th Street, North, both facilities are surrounded by the grounds of Chisholm Creek Park and the large open environments of the nature center. Several hotels are located nearby. Tours are in the planning stage and bus service will be provided to avoid the necessity of private cars attempting to maneuver the inevitable urban and suburban highway construction.
Our featured speaker for Saturday will be Dr. Katie KingeryPage of Kansas State University who has worked with prairie plants in landscape settings and has much to offer on the topic of using native plantings in urban settings.
There are many facets to urban native plantings. We plan to include an education component, so you can see how teachers are helping young people understand the importance of native plant environments to their lives, as well as visit the resource gardens designed for their study. There are a number of created spaces available which have utilized native and varietal plantings, and an array of open areas which still include native remnants that have escaped the plow. We also hope to include a perspective of urban planning used to support native plants in the area.
Mark your calendar now for these dates, and more details will be included in subsequent newsletters. 
Not just Pretty Flowers
You already have flowers, but are they the right ones? You will never see butterflies or bees on your Knockout Roses. Many such hybrids are sterile and may not have nectar; they are as useless as plastic flowers. Fortunately, even hybrids of the aptly named Butterfly Bush (Buddleia species and cultivars) provide nectar in mid-summer. Use open-pollinated perennials, native plants and old-fashioned self-sowing annuals for additional nectar from March to November.
Assuming that you already have masses of nectar-rich flowers, adding more flowers will not increase the number of individuals or species of butterflies. Butterfly gardeners know that the secret to success is feeding the children, the caterpillars. The short-lived adult butterflies do not eat; they do not even have mouths! Instead of a mouth, most have a proboscis which enables them to drink nectar and juices. Caterpillars do all the eating and dine only on specific plants. You choose which butterflies grace your garden by which caterpillar food plants you insert among your ornamentals. I would never hasten the death of a favorite ornamental plant, but if it happens, my grief is assuaged by the opportunity to replace it with a caterpillar host plant that will be happy in that spot.
Matching Plants to Butterflies
How do you know which plant hosts which butterfly? A Photographic Field Guide to the Butterflies in the Kansas City Area, authored by Betsy Betros, provides information about butterflies and host plants in the entire Ozarks area. The Internet also abounds with information. Just enter the name of the butterfly plus "caterpillar" into the search box. Then Google the listed host plants to decide which one will prosper in your garden. (Here is one you might look at: 'Gardens with Wings' matches butterflies and plants with your zip code www.gardenwithwings.com -GD) Extension Master Gardeners recite the mantra: "right place, right plant." This explains why a small space designated as "the butterfly garden" usually does not work very well. Some cat food plants may like the place you have chosen, but many will perish in a spot that was too sunny, too shady, too wet, or too dry.
For instance, you have a shaded, moist area in your backyard. A Milkweed or Rue would quickly die, but a Hop Tree for the Tiger and Giant Swallowtails, would thrive. Or plant a patch of Violets, cat food for several species of Fritillaries. Perhaps you have a sunny garden with Rudbeckia and Coreopsis. To host Sulphur butterflies, you could insert yellow-flowered members of the pea family like the garden-worthy natives Wild Senna and Partridge Pea. Your herb garden probably already has cat foods for the Black Swallowtail, i.e., Parsley, Dill, and Fennel.
Butterfly Gardening, the "Field of Dreams"
Plant it and they will come, but it is not just flowers. Adding cat foods to your flowers and ornamentals easily converts your space into a butterfly garden. If you wish to become certified and display an attractive sign, visit the North American Butterfly Association's website www.naba.org for the guidelines and forms. Butterflies and other pollinators will thank you as they gratefully make their homes in your garden. Recently, I have become more aware that most other people out on the nature trails have white skin like me. In his recent book, The Home Place: Memoirs of a Colored Man's Love Affair with Nature, author J. Drew Lanham poetically describes this phenomenon of the uncommon black or brown companion birders. He shares lyrically-written storytelling of deep connections to family, his strong sense of place, a passion for nature, and optimism and wit, along with the frustration of being the singular African American ornithologist in a predominantly white field. Lanham is an Alumni Distinguished Professor of Wildlife Ecology and Master Teacher at Clemson University in South Carolina; he is also a poet, naturalist, hunter, and birder.
Lanham is a terrific ambassador to inspire more people to enjoy the natural world, yet he also recognizes the empowerment shared by people with similar cultural experiences. He says, "I'm hoping that soon a black birder won't be a rare sighting. I'm hoping that at some point I'll see color sprinkled throughout a birding-festival crowd. I'm hoping for the day when young hotshot birders just happen to be black like me. These hopes brighten the darkness of past experiences." This is a rallying cry to help more people connect to the outdoors, and I am inspired by Lanham's message. I will be reaching out to be more inclusive in planning future nature-related events. As a Board member and volunteer with Kansas Native Plant Society, I have organized and attended many outings over the last seventeen years; almost all the folks who have joined me have been white. We need to be ambassadors to bring more kids and adults together from diverse communities to explore and connect with natural places.
I crave being outside in nature, but I was well into my thirties before I first enjoyed a wild environment. I wish someone had taken me under his or her wing to share wild places when I was a kid. I will be following J. Drew Lanham's lead: when I visit a natural area I will respectfully invite old and new friends of different ages, varied hues, and diverse origins to go along. I hope you will join me in this effort, and together, we will exponentially increase the advocates for the natural world! -Shirley Braunlich is a Reader's Services Assistant at Lawrence Public Library.
BOOK REVIEW
The Home Place: Memoirs of a Colored Man's Love Affair with Nature
Antelope-horn milkweed (Asclepias asperula) is commonly found as a native in pastures, roadsides, and prairies in Kansas and eighteen southern states. It carries the alternate names of green-flowered milkweed and spider milkweed. Its scientific name, Asclepias asperula, is derived from Askelpios, the Greek word for the god of medicine, and asperula the Greek word for rough.
Antelope-horn is credited with many medicinal properties. Cardiac glycosides which are present in the sap of the milkweed are allied to modern-day digitalins used in treating some heart disease. Native Americans made a tea from milkweeds as a tonic to strengthen the heart and the Navahos also used it as a treatment for the bite from a rabid animal. (Texas Native Plant Society)
In general, the white sap from the plant is unpleasant to taste, is a skin irritant to some, and is generally left alone by deer and livestock. This is of benefit to the Monarch butterfly which ingests this unpleasant sap and consequently tastes bad to its predators.
The common name, Antelope-horn, refers to the horn-like shape of the seedpod; unlike most milkweeds, the flowers of antelope-horn milkweed do not have horns. Several stems grow from a central root crown. It has a large tap root that provides efficient use of water and allows it to flower even when there is little rainfall. It prefers to grow in full sun and is common in roadside ditches.
The plant can grow up to 24 inches with stems that are erect, but those of older plants tend to be prostrate, radiating out from the center. These stems are covered with small hairs. Leaf arrangement is whorled or alternating. Stems produce a single terminal umbel and, if pollination has been successful, several pods can develop per stem.
Leaves are long (four to six inches) and fold upward from the central vein in a V-shape. The stem is green and tinged with maroon. Erect umbels bear greenish-white and maroon flowers that form broad, round clusters which strongly contrast with the bright green leaves.
The flower is greenish-yellow, tinged with maroon. Corollas do not reflex backward as in other milkweed species but surround the hoods. Corollas are a light green color, and hoods are white with a maroon tinge at the base. No horns are present. Clusters of flowers are three to four inches across. Terminal umbels stand erect with approximately twenty flowers per umbel.
This plant is attractive to bees, butterflies, and birds. This species of milkweed attracts huge bees as pollinators. It is the host plant for larval Monarchs and Queens.
To plant, sow the seeds outdoors in September to November. This gives the seeds the exposure to the moisture and cold temperatures that it prefers, and once the temperature is warm enough in the spring, the seeds will germinate. Another method includes a careful cold stratification in the refrigerator before spring planting.
One interesting bit of milkweed trivia is that during World War II, the silky down attached to the seeds was used in both regular life jackets and aviation life jackets. Milkweed silk is five to six times more buoyant than cork! 1. Mix seeds with pre-chilled distilled water and let soak for 24 hours in the fridge. (Soaking and washing the seeds removes natural chemicals that inhibit germination. When the seeds are moved from the cold darkness of the refrigerator to the bright light and warmth of the sun, they are "shocked" into sprouting. "The stratification process is meant to mimic nature," Cates said, adding that the plants likely developd this dormancy strategy as an answer to drought conditions. 2. After 24 hours, pour seeds into strainer and rinse with distilled water.
3. Moisten vermiculite with distilled water, the exact quantity required varies with different media: moist but not dripping is best.
4. Mix rinsed seeds into vermiculite using your hands and wearing sterile gloves.
5. Seal container and store in fridge for 30 to 45 days at 35 to 45 degrees. Remove and plant immediately if you see mold.
6. Plant entire mixture or sift seeds out and plant in prepared seed bed when soil temps are warm (70+ degrees).
7. Water often until germination occurs.
-LORNA HABEGGER-HARDER ILLUSTRATION I live on a hill in Manhattan, Kansas. The southern perimeter of our lot is ringed by a low, rough limestone wall backed by a line of Eastern Red Cedars Juniperus vinginiana. I like to think the builders left them on purpose. There are male and female trees that provide a healthy green buffer between our lot and the neighbor's.
It is winter. Most of the prairie plants have either gone dormant or gone to seed leaving scant pickings for a native plant forager. Our southern windbreak, on the other hand, sports a decorative and aromatic fruit: the Juniper berry. These small blue spheres are prized as components to provide the characteristic essence of gin! Although the Kansas varieties are not considered superior botanicals, I find that the Juniper berries are pungent and flavorful, and imbue a subtle woodsy essence in the following recipe. I prepared and served it with a pork chop and baked sweet potato. The resulting plate is pretty, but the "Sweet and Sour Daikon Radish with Juniper Berries" stole my heart. Next time, I will just fix that.
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Winter Botanical Accents KAREN HUMMEL 
Pollinator Partnerships
BRYAN SORENSEN
The author apologizes for not being able to present the following information at the KNPS Annual Membership Business meeting on September 9. He has provided his notes to be printed in this issue of the KNPS Newsletter.
The basis of this presentation was to inform the audience about the decline of pollinating species populations and some of the ways that we can utilize partnerships to help these species in need.
As many are aware, pollinators play an important role in the world's food supply. Decline of habitat, agriculture practices, and many other variables have put some of these species populations on a downward trend. Many organizations are answering the call with funding sources available to promote pollinator habitat improvement implementation in both small and large scales.
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has numerous programs such as CRP, EQIP and CSP that promote habitat implementation. These programs allow for cost share and in some cases annual rental payments on land enrolled. The programs do rely on the federal Farm bill for funding and, therefore, indications of support for conservation are a must during these important political negotiation periods.
The Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism (KDWPT) has a program called "Habitat First" which assists Kansas landowners in the implementation of highly diverse pollinator plantings. Up to $150 per acre cost share, technical support, and in some cases installation assistance are offered through this program.
Contact KDWPT for more information and to get in touch with your local wildlife biologist.
Organizations such as Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever play a large role throughout the state and the nation in promoting pollinator habitat. There are chapters throughout Kansas, and a few remaining federal Farm bill biologists that can help you with programs and cost share activities in most habitat projects.
Your local community is a great place to look for assistance to create and sustain habitat. Parks, downtowns, drainages, and abandoned lots are all found in the towns and cities in which we live. These are areas that have the ability to be developed into pollinator way-stations for hosting, breeding, and migrating pollinators. Contact your local government representatives to see if there are areas in your community that can be converted to support pollinators.
These are just a few examples where assistance can be found to help improve our current pollinator partnerships. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email this author. (bryan@gostarseed.com 785-346-4549) Star Seed, Inc. carries the majority of native plant seeds and assistance can be provided in supplying seed for required planting mixes such as CRP or CSP. Assistance can also be provided in building a native plant seed mix that fits the needs or wants of any habitat plan that you might have in mind.
M E M B E R S H I P N E W S CHECK YOUR MAILING LABEL
Want to know the status of your KNPS membership? Check the mailing label on the back of each issue for your membership expiration date.
For the past two years I have been working with Jim Earnest and Joe Hoelscher to document the trees in the Ivan L. Boyd Arboretum at Baker University in Baldwin City, Kansas. Today there are 400 trees of 125 species and varieties on this beautiful campus. When Baker University was founded in 1858, there were no trees on the campus as this entire area was prairie. Dr. Ivan L. Boyd came to Baker in 1941 and most likely planted a tree the day he arrived. Many of these trees are marked with steel stakes giving common and scientific names.
Several of the species are planted in abundance and this includes the Catalpa trees, as a dozen or more giant Catalpas proudly stand 60 to 80 feet tall and watch over the other trees both large and small. These Catalpas are special to many Baker students that have passed under the towering branches and watched the tiny orchidlike flowers float softly to the ground. No doubt there were many college boys and girls that made some strong promises to each other because of the intoxicating effect these soft, white, lightly fragrant flowers had on them. The Ivan Boyd Arboretum is well cared for and the trees are strong and healthy. New trees are still being planted. Baker University has been named Tree Campus USA. This honor is for promoting trees and getting students and staff involved in this effort.
The Catalpa tree, Catalpa speciosa, is native from the East Coast to the Great Plains. The leaves of the Catalpa are medium green in color, heart shaped, six to eight inches long, and nearly as wide with tapered tips. As a young boy in the year 1945, I can remember the Catalpa trees growing on our farm in a grove of trees by a small pond at the edge of a large flat pasture. We frequently fished in the pond turning over nearby cow pies to look for worms. At a certain time of the year, the Sphinx Moths lay eggs on the Catalpa leaves. The eggs hatch to the caterpillar stage and the caterpillars eat these leaves making it easy to find good fish bait on the Catalpa trees.
Catalpa trees have beautiful orchid-like flowers which are white, one and one-half to two inches wide, with light purple and yellow colors in the throat. Look carefully at the design and layout of these throat colors and you can see how Mother Nature uses her talents to guide a flying insect deeper into the flower to aid in pollination. Seed pods that are fifteen inches long develop over the summer. Inside the pods are several seeds, each having wings that carry the seed in the wind away from the mother tree. Mother obviously does not want competition from her children for space or nutrients.
If The Silent Auction Fundraising event held during the AWW Business Meeting raised $965 this year. That is a significant amount for the KNPS Silent Auction and a big "Thank You" goes out to each person who donated an item and to those who made a purchase. Donations of live plants, bee houses, homemade brownies, jellies and salsas, so many great books, clothing, puzzles, and more were made. The Atlas of the Flora of the Great Plains brought $51, the live Rattlesnake Master plant brought $35, and a Monarch Watch t-shirt brought $34. The big coffee table book Kansas Wildflowers and Weeds, by our own Michael Haddock, Craig Freeman, and Janét Bare, sold fifty-three raffle tickets, and the 8 Wonders of Kansas Guidebook sold forty-one raffle tickets. The "Traveling Plaque" of the Kansas Native Plant Society, made from barn wood and barbed wire from the ranch that Dee and Phyllis Scherich managed for many years, brought $25 and will be back to be auctioned again next year. The Silent Auction and raffle were a terrific success again this year due to the generous participation of donors and bidders. Thank you so much!
Karen Hummel
Karen Hummel grew up on a homestead family farm north of Wichita, and attended public schools in Valley Center. She earned a BS in Education at Kansas State University (KSU) and taught for a couple of years. She and husband Steve had three children and spent some time raising them in a rural environment, close to the land. Later, Karen returned to the work force and was instrumental in initiating and nurturing the Minority Engineering Program (now thriving as the Multicultural Engineering Program) at KSU while she pursued her own Engineering degree. The family moved to southern California where Karen worked as an engineer in aerospace, hydrology, and database software. Karen and Steve retired back to Kansas to be close to their three children and families, including spouses and eleven grandchildren. Karen is a trained docent at Konza Prairie and Kansas Master Naturalist. She finds great joy and inspiration in the prairie and those who share her love for it.
Paul Showalter
I joined KNPS three years ago after attending several KNPSsponsored wildflower walks and workshops. My immediate goal was to develop my native plant garden. But I soon learned that KNPS offers many other opportunities to learn and grow. KNPS members are remarkably gracious about sharing their expertise with a novice. In my case, that means that my garden is now more pollinator friendly, and I was inspired to involve our Shawnee neighbors to restore the local lake shoreline with 500 native plants and launch a bush honeysuckle removal project.
Networking with KNPS members also connected me to other related activities. I am now a certified Master Naturalist and doing field work gathering and processing seed for prairie restorations. I look forward each week to my volunteer stint at the R. This June, a two-day Monarch Summit was held in Topeka to develop a state-wide plan to save Monarchs' and other pollinators' habitats. One hundred people representing sixty organizations participated. The goal was a public-private collaboration focusing on targeted education, community outreach, and a strategy to maintain and enhance short and long range goals for habitat conservation. A draft state conservation plan is expected by November 30, 2017. Ideas from this plan will be submitted to the Midwest Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, a coalition of groups from sixteen states drafting a regional Monarch conservation plan affecting a large central portion of the United States. Information from that plan will be presented to the USFWS for consideration in the assessment of the Monarch butterfly as an endangered species.
The Kansas Monarch Conservation Plan Task Force was formed following the Monarch Summit. The Kansas plan is being developed by a coordination crew, a leadership team, and work groups led by co-leaders.
The coordination crew devised an organization composed of five sectors assigned to five active working groups: 1) Croplands, 2) Grasslands, 3) Right of Ways, 4) Research and Monitoring, and 5) Urban and Outreach. A temporary working group sets preliminary baselines for habitat in each sector, where appropriate, and sets preliminary habitat goals for each sector. This information will be provided to each working group for possible review and revision.
The overall Leadership team is composed of members of the coordination crew and co-leaders from each sector work group. The leadership team shares information across work groups. Each work group receives updates from the coordination crew once a month and the leadership team is in regular contact with the work groups.
The Right of Way (RoW) Work Group is co-led by Pam Tennison-Rindt of Westar Energy and Melissa Davidson from the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDoT). The RoW Work group meets as a discussion group to collect information, plans, ideas, and suggestions on conservation practices and goals for wildflower and native grass cultivation along highway rights of way, county roads, and easements on private property. Information received is recorded in worksheets and may be included in the final Kansas State Monarch Conservation Plan.
The Informational Worksheet
A standardized worksheet was provided to all work groups in advance of the groups' initial conference meeting call. The purpose was to assist the work groups in providing additional information on Monarch habitat missing from the data collected in advance of the Monarch Summit.
Our work group was also asked to provide data on best right of way practices, formalized conservation plans already in place in Kansas since 2014, copies of fact sheets, guidelines, or position statements by any of our work groups member organizations, financial or technical opportunities, and short and long term habitat Monarch conservation goals. The group was also asked to identify roadblocks encountered in our Monarch habitat work and to comment on other issues negatively impacting current Monarch habitat or efforts to establish Monarch habitats.
I have submitted the KNPS position paper on our website "Bringing Native Plants to Kansas Roadsides" (2008) by Fred Coombs for inclusion in the materials that will be collected for the conservation plan. The paper contains many persuasive arguments for native plant cultivation along our roadways and offers many useful recommendations for conservation that are consistent with current conservation plans. The RoW meeting was held at a Westar office to discuss the goals of the work group, current species status of the migrating Monarchs, and to discuss responses work group members submitted on the RoW worksheets. The group also discussed current practices for sustaining Monarch habitat that could be improved and ways to improve Monarch habitat in Kansas. Further discussion of steps to accomplish these goals was reserved for the next scheduled RoW meeting. We also tried to identify current RoW practices benefiting Monarch habitat that could be considered by the USFWS in its own evaluation for Monarch species status assessment.
The topic of seed availability came up. Work group members expressed concern that that there would be insufficient plant seed for upcoming RoW projects. One suggestion was to contact seed suppliers in advance so they could agree to carry seed in bulk quantities.
Kansas Monarch Conservation Plan Right of Way Work Group: First Report MIKE KAYE
